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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 09/12/2007 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 09/12/2007 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because the date of the 
publication of the references is/are missing. It has been placed in the application 
file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the 
merits (items D2, D9, D14, D15, D18, D19, D21, D22, D23, D25-D31, see 
attachment). Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item 
of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the 
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes 
of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the 
statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 
1.97(e). See MPEP § 609 C(1). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Or et al. 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/01 78047). 
Regarding claim 1 : 

Or discloses a method of identifying at least one unknown energy driver 
(abstract), the method comprising: receiving quantity metadata and energy usage 
data (abstract); receiving a time interval (fig. 6); determining at least one 
relationship between the quantity metadata and energy usage data by analyzing 
the quantity metadata and energy usage data; assessing the quality of the at 
least one relationship to determine the quantity metadata contributing to the 
determined at least one relationship (page 1 , section 0006-0008), identifying the 
at least one energy driver from the quantity metadata contributing to the 
determined at least one relationship by comparing the quantity metadata 
contributing the determined at least one relationship with a predetermined list of 
potential energy drivers (page 1, section 0006-0008), wherein the at least one 
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energy driver is cause of energy consumption reflected by the energy usage 
data; and outputting the identified at least one energy driver (page 1 , section 
0006-0008, fig. 6, 7), wherein the outputted at least one energy driver is a 
variable that influences the energy consumption as reflected in the energy usage 
data (fig. 6, 7, 8, 9); calculating a cost from the identified at least one energy 
driver (fig. 8, 1 1), controlling the identified at least one energy driver to reduce 
the cost of energy usage from the identified at least one energy driver (fig. 10, 
11, 12). 
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Regarding claim 11: 
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Or discloses a system for identifying unknown energy drivers in an energy 
distribution network (abstract), the system comprising: an energy drivers 
application (abstract), the energy drivers application having; an input module 
operative to receive quantity metadata, predetermined energy driver quantities 
(fig. 5), energy usage data (fig. 5), and a time interval (fig. 6, 7); a processing 
module coupled with the input module and operative to determine at least one 
relationship by analyzing the quantity metadata and energy usage data during 
the time interval (fig. 5, 6, 7), the processing module being further operable to 
assess the quality of the at least one relationship to determine the quality 
metadata contributing to the determined at least one relationship (page 1 , section 
0006-0008) and identify the at least one energy driver based on the quantity 
metadata contributing to the determined at least one relationship (fig. 7, 8, 9); 
wherein the at least one energy driver energy is a cause of energy consumption 
(page 1, section 0006-0008) as reflected in the energy driver usage data (page 1, 
section 0006-0008); and an output module coupled with the processing module 
and operative to output the identified at least one energy driver (fig. 10, 11), a 
rate engine coupled with the operative to calculate a cost of energy usage based 
on the identified at least energy driver and further operative to reduce the cost 
energy usage (fig. 10, 11, 12). 
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FIGURE 7 
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Regarding claim 24: 

Or discloses a system for identifying unknown energy drivers in an energy 
distribution network (abstract), comprising: means for accepting quantity 
metadata and energy usage data associated with consumed energy (page 1, 
section 0006-0008); means for determining at least one relationship by analyzing 
the quantity metadata and energy usage data (page 1, section 0006-0008); 
associated with consumed energy within a predetermined time interval (fig. 6, 7, 
8); means for assessing the quality of the at least one relationship to determine 
the quantity metadata contributing to determined at least one relationship (fig. 7, 
8, 9); means for identifying the at least one energy driver from the quantity 
metadata contributing to the determined at least one relationship (page 1 , section 
0006-0008); wherein the at least one energy driver is cause of an amount of 
consumed energy that is reflected in the energy usage data (fig. 6-9); and 
means for outputting the identified at least one energy driver (fig. 6-9); and 
means for monitoring the identified at least one energy driver to manage energy 
usage (page 1, section 0006-0008, fig. 10, 11); means for calculating a cost 
associated with operation of the at least one energy driver (fig. 10, 11, 12); mean 
for controlling the identified at least one energy driver based on the cost of 
energy from the identified at least energy driver (fig. 10, 11, 12) 
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FIGURE 10 

Regarding claim 25: 

Or discloses an energy drivers application implemented on a computer (fig. 5), 
the computer having a processor and a memory coupled with the processor (fig. 
5, server), the energy drivers application comprising: first logic stored in the 
memory and executable by the processor and operable to accept quantity 
metadata a list of potential energy driver (page 1 , section 0006-0008) and 
energy usage data (fig. 6-9); second logic stored in the memory (page 1, section 
0006-0008), executable by the processor and coupled with the first logic (fig. 5), 
and operable to determine at least one relationship by analyzing the quantity 
metadata potential energy usage data and comparing with the list of potential 
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energy driver (fig. 7-9), the second logic being further operable to assess the 
quality of the at least one relationship to determine the quantity metadata 
contributing to the determined at least one relationship (fig. 7-9, page 1, section 
0006-0008) and further identify the at least one energy driver from the quantity 
metadata contributing to the determined at least one relationship wherein the at 
least one energy driver (fig. 6-9, 1 1)comprises a variable that is a cause of the 
energy usage data (fig. 10, 1 1 , 12), the second logic further operative to calculate 
a cost from identified at least one energy driver (fig. 10, 11, 12) and third logic 
stored in the memory, executable by the processor and coupled with the second 
logic, and operable to output the at least one energy driver (fig. 5, computer), and 
fourth logic stored in the memory, executable by the processor and coupled with 
the third logic, and operable to monitor the at least one energy driver for 
management of energy usage (fig. 11,12, 13) and further operable to control the 
identified at least one energy driver based on the cost of the at least one energy 
driver (page 1, section 0006-0008, fig. 10-12). 
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FIGURE 11 

Regarding claim 26: 

Or discloses an energy drivers application for use in an energy distribution 
network (fig. 5, abstract), comprising: an input module operative to accept 
quantity metadata and energy usage data (fig. 6); a processing module coupled 
with the input module and operative to determine at least one relationship by 
analyzing the quantity metadata and energy usage data (fig. 5, page 2, section 
0016-0017) within a chosen time period (fig. 10-12), the processing module being 
further operable to assess the quality of the at least the relationship through 
statistic analysis (fig. 6-9) and identify the at least one energy driver from the 
quantity metadata contributing to the determined at least one relationship 
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wherein the at least one energy driver comprises an external factor that is a 
cause of energy consumption as reflected in the energy usage data (fig. 10-13); 
and an output module coupled with the processing module and operative to 
output the identified at least one energy driver (fig. 10-13), and a cost associated 
with the identified at least one energy driver (fig. 10-13), and a control module 
coupled with the processing module and operatively to control the identified at 
least one energy driver to reduce the cost of energy usage (fig. 10-13). 



Modularized Functions - Wizard to Search for Service 



Systems Tjrpe 
Skill Require*! 
tooitian {Zip Code) 

Hcmrs Reared 
Prx^ecc San Da 



'AUsdectkms 



The Default VaJuefc Are 0*Lr Extracted From the liMS 
software 



XL 



VLozo tWBK edati on 



LidkU> waik unlet 
scheduling ayfcieaia 
of Service Providers 



CornptmyHtaiic 
ABC 



Atlanta, OA 
Alpharotm, OA 



< 

Scfcstak* /Vendor | 



w / Vendor | 



FIGURE 12 

Regarding claims 2, Or further discloses predetermined list of potential energy 
driver including know variable effecting energy usage (fig. 11). 
Regarding claims 15, Or further discloses to manage energy driver usage by 
monitoring at least one energy driver (fig. 11). 
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Regarding claims 3, 16, Or further discloses relates to production levels (fig. 9, 
10). 
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FIGURE 14 



Regarding claims 4, 17, Or further discloses production schedules (fig. 6, 7)). 
Regarding claims 5, 18, Or further discloses related to process variable (fig. 7, 
8). 

Regarding claims 8, 21, Or further discloses generic algorithm (fig. 6, 7, 8). 
Regarding claims 9, 22, Or further discloses the energy usage are not 
ratiometrically linked (fig. 1 1 , cost to item number). 
Regarding claims 10, 23, Or further discloses outputting graph (fig. 6-9). 
Regarding claim 12, Or further discloses network (section 0025). 
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Regarding claim 13, Or further discloses IED in a network (fig. 5-9). 
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FIGURE 19 



Regarding claim 14, Or further discloses measuring device coupled to network 
(section 0025). 

Regarding claims 6 and 19, Or further discloses use of linear regression 
analysis (fig. 9, 10, 11). 

Regarding claims 7 and 20, Or further discloses use of multivariate regression 
analysis (fig. 11). 
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FIGURE 22 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, applicant's 
arguments filed 09/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S. Lau whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
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John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




Primary Examiner 
November 2, 2007 



